SCOTTISH DRUNM

with Harlow mc

Figure 1 (left). Drum head clock retailed by by John Robey, UK
John Macbeth of Glasgow, about 1850.

Figure 2 (below). The all-white dial of
the Macbeth clock without
gilding.

While researching movements made clock oftenignored. Thiswas published
by the HarlowWorksin Ashbourne, asPart1intheFebruaryissue describing
Derbyshire, therewereimagesofan aclocksignedfor Alexander Galloway.
interestingdrumhead clockthatI had My bulging file of clocks with Harlow
serviced sometimeago, andsincethey movementsalsoincludedimagesofa
haverarely been mentionedin CLOCKS finedrumhead clockthathad beensent
magazine, Idecided itwould make an tome by Paul Foley, a highly respected

interesting article onatype oflongcase American horologistwho haswritten
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| HEAD CLOCKS

vements. Part 2

Figure 3 (below). Movement of the Macbeth
clock with typical Harlow strikework, standing
on short feet, with a conventional hammer.

Figure 5 (right). Drumhead clock by Dilger &
Barclay from the 1870s, standing on small bun
feet.

acclaimed books onbanjo clocksand The hood hasanarrowsurroundtothe
other Willard timepieces. And while circular glazed door, with arestrained
preparingthisarticle he has provided andfinely carved cresting. The tapered
imagesofanotherdrumheadclockwith  trunkandthebasearesimilartothe
aHarlowmovement. Galloway clock, apartfromthelack of
The second drumhead clock with pilasters either side of the bow-fronted
aHarlowmovementishousedinan trunkdoor.
attractive mahogany case, figure 1. Thedial, which hasnotbeenrestored,
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issigned’J Macbeth Glasgow'and
thoughtheinitialis rather faint, itisJohn
Macbeth. Thedialiswhite all over, figure
2,withoutanygilding, whilethe hands
areslightly differenttothose onthe
Galloway clock: The hour and minute
hands are of asimple spade shape, with
thesecondsand date hands being ofthe
so-called'Breguet’design.

The movementhasthe characteristic
HarlowrackhookwithaC-curveanda
double hook, aswellasthe usual other
Harlow strikework features, figure 3.

Figure 6. The J
dial signed |
‘Dilger & Barclay e
Glasgow; with

gilt chapter,

seconds and

calendar rings. |I -
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horizontal hammer shaft, figure 4.
JohnMacbethisrecordedin
Donald Whyte's book CLOCKMAKERS &
WATCHMAKERS OF SCOTLAND as being
bornin Glasgowabout 1818. Hewas
admitted as aburgessand guild brother
inJanuary 1849 andin March 1860tothe
Incorporation of Hammermen, which
wasthe guild for allthose whoworked
inthe metaltrades, from blacksmiths
tojewellers, including clockmakers
andwatchmakers.Hetraded asa
watchmaker and jeweller atvarious
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the bow-fronted trunkdooris more
curvaceous. The surroundtothe hood
dooriswiderandthe carved crestingis
largerthan onthe Macbeth case, figure
5.1tsitsonsmallbunfeet, whereasthe
bases of othertwo clockssitdirectlyon
thefloor,thoughitcannotbeascertained
ifanyfeetoriginallythere have been
removedtoreducethe height. Thereis
averygoodchancethatallthree cases,
aswellas many other Scottish longcase
clockswith arched dials, were allmadein
the same Glasgow workshop.
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Theright-hand end oftherackhookis
pointedratherthanoneofthemore
usualvariantsintheform of ascimitar.
The maindifference betweenthis
movementandthe one onthe Galloway
clock, isthatthe Macbeth clock strikes
onaconventional bellwith avertical
hammer shaft, notonagongwitha

addressesin Glasgow from 1850to
1892.Thedrumhead clockshown here
probably datesfromthe 1860s.
Thethirddrumhead clockwitha
Harlow movementhasaverysimilar
mahoganytrunktothe Macbeth clock,
alsowithout pilasters, thoughthe
applied decoration above and below

Thedial, figure 6, isverysimilartothe
Gallowaydial, withawhite centreand gilt
chapter,secondsand calendarrings.Itis
signed’Dilger & Marclay Glasgow'. The
hourand minute hands are of atypical
nineteenth-centurylongcasedesign.It
islikelythatallthreecircular dialswere
made by the same anonymous Glasgow
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dialmaker.

The movement, figure 7, exhibitsthe
usual Harlow characteristics, though
therackhookhasaverticaledgeto
the C-curve.Thisstyle ofrackhookis
associated with the Davenports, who
boughtthe Harlowbusinessin 1851.The
right-hand end of the rack hook exhibits
anothervariant, thisone havingacurved
scimitar shape.Thereisnohammer
poking outbetweenthetop ofthe plates,
astherewasacoiled gongfixedtothe
backboardandahorizontalhammer at

therear, asseenonthe Galloway clockin
Part1.As asmall detail, both movements
shown here stand onsmallfeetto
improve stability, which differsfromthe
movementonthe Galloway clock.
Dilger &Barclayisrecordedin
Clockmakers & Watchmakers of
Scotland asapartnership between

Augustineand his brother Leopold
Dilger andtheir brother-in-law Severin
Barclay, watchmakersoriginallyin East
Kilbride before 1870 and then Glasgow.
Theywereallborninthe Black Forest
region of Germany: Augustinein 1837,
Leopoldin 1849, and Severinin 1841.
Dilger & Barclaywere bankruptin
1890.Thesedatesindicate thattheir
drumhead clockisanother late example
fromthe 1870s, when the Harlowworks
wasinthehands of George Davenport.
This article began as astraightforward

discussiononaScottishdrumhead
clock, butassoon astheretailerwas
investigated itappearedto be almost30
yearslaterthantheaccepted latestdates
forthese clocks. Thenimages of another
onewerefoundtobealmostaslate.
Both of theirmovementswere made
long afterthe Harlowworks had been

soldtothe Davenportfamily. These late
dates are confirmed by the use of a coiled
steelgong, whichareregarded asbeing
popularintheVictorian and Edwardian
periods.

While thistwo-partarticlediscussed
justthree Scottishdrumhead clocks
thathave movements made by the
Harlow/Davenport manufactoryin
Ashbourne, therewillbe many others,
aswellasarched-dial Scottish longcase
clocks, that have notbeenidentified or
recorded with similar movements. Since

Figure 7. The movement on
the Dilger & Barclay clock,
standing on short feet and a
horizontal hammer to strike
on agong.

Ashbourneis 277 miles (445km)south of
Glasgow, thisemphasisesthatretailers
andtheir customerswere prepared
to paytheextracostoftransporting
movements to getone of high quality.
andreliability.
AlltheillustrationsinPart2are
courtesy of Paul Foley. B
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